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ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN OFFICERS COMMITTEE 
(APAOC) 

 
APAOC 5th ANNUAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT  

 
Friday, October 22, 2021, @ 0930 – 1400 ET 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

 

 
Building Resilient Leadership During Times of Crisis 

 
Registration Link: https://tinyurl.com/APAOC2021  

 
 

0930-0945 Master of Ceremony: CDR David Shih  
 Introduction: CDR Trang Tran 
 Invocation: LCDR Sophia Park 
0945-1000 Keynote Speaker:    RADM (Ret.) Kenneth P. Moritsugu  
1000-1015 Celebration of APAOC Slide Show 
1015-1030 Break 
1030-1230   Panel Discussion: Resilient Leadership  

Moderators:   CDR Quynh-Van Tran and LCDR Ruby Leong  
Panelists:   RADM (Ret.) Kenneth P. Moritsugu 

RADM (Ret.) Scott F. Giberson 
RADM (Ret.) Robin M. Ikeda 
RADM David P. Goldman 
CAPT Marivic Fields 
CAPT Josef F. Rivero 
CAPT Helen Saccone 

1230-1300 Lunch Break 
1300-1350 Perseverance Through Life’s Challenges: How to Adapt and Succeed Despite Adversity 
 Moderator:   LCDR Sophia Park and CDR Trang Tran 
 Panelists:   Mr. Jeff Nelligan  
    Dr. Wendy Sanhai 
1350-1400 Closing Remarks:    LCDR Ruby Leong  
 
************************************************************************************************************ 

https://collaborationcqpub1.fda.gov/content/connect/c1/7/en/events/event/private/1363942/247425197/event_landing.html?connect-session=breezbreezswrmwkfddsnpu3b6&sco-id=247187659&_charset_=utf-8
https://collaborationcqpub1.fda.gov/content/connect/c1/7/en/events/event/private/1363942/247425197/event_landing.html?connect-session=breezbreezswrmwkfddsnpu3b6&sco-id=247187659&_charset_=utf-8
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Biographies 
 

Panelists 
 
RADM (Ret.) Kenneth Moritsugu is the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
First Samurai Consulting, LLC, a firm specializing in health consulting focused on 
public health systems and policies, “putting the patient at the center of everything we 
do.” 
 
RADM (Ret.) Moritsugu was the Acting Surgeon General of the United States, in 
2002 and again from July 2006 until his retirement from the Commissioned Corps of 
the United States Public Health Service (USPHS) in September 2007. As Acting 
Surgeon General, he served as the nation’s top doctor, communicating the best 
available science and information to the American people to help protect, promote, 
and advance their health and safety. He was the operational commander of the 6,500 
Commissioned Corps health professionals. A career officer in the USPHS for 37 
years, he served as the Deputy Surgeon General of the United States from 1998. In 
these roles, he was responsible for the development and issuance of twenty major 

documents from the Office of the Surgeon General of the United States, including the landmark Surgeon 
General’s Report on Mental Health. 
 
Other key HHS and government positions in which RADM (ret.) Moritsugu served include the Director of the 
Division of Medicine, Deputy Director of the Bureau of Health Professions, Director of the National Health 
Service Corps, and Assistant Bureau Director for Health Services and Medical Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons. 
 
From 2007, Dr. Moritsugu was the Vice President for Global Professional Education and Strategic Relations for 
Johnson & Johnson’s Diabetes Solutions Companies, and former WorldWide Chairman of the Johnson & Johnson 
Diabetes Institutes (JJDI). He retired from Johnson & Johnson in 2013. 
 
Most recently, Dr. Moritsugu served as the Interim Chief Science and Medical Officer of the American Diabetes 
Association from August 2019 through June 2020. In that role, he was responsible for the generation of the annual 
Standards of Medical Care in Diabetes, as well as the production and conduct of the 80th Annual Scientific 
Session of the ADA, the first-ever virtual production of this global meeting. During his tenure, the ADA provided 
guidance regarding COVID-19 and its impact on people with diabetes, underwent an internal realignment of its 
science and medicine activities, and refocused its mission. 
 

RADM (Ret.) Scott Giberson is a uniquely experienced public health leader. 
After nearly 27-years, he retired as a two-star Admiral and as an Assistant U.S. 
Surgeon General for 11 years. He has worked extensively with indigenous 
populations around the world and is well versed in the delivery of healthcare 
solutions in under-resourced and vulnerable populations. RADM (ret.) Giberson 
held leadership roles within the Department of Health and Human Services, 
Department of Homeland Security, and the Department of Defense and has 
successfully led organizations and agencies through global and domestic health 
crises. At AMI, he continues to provide overall leadership, management, and 
strategy for AMI, provide clinical and public health solutions and expertise, and 
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fosters global client relations at the highest levels. Clients include senior leadership of the WHO, UN, multiple 
U.S. and foreign government entities, and private industry partners. 
 
Prior to AMI, RADM (ret.) Giberson served in many leadership roles including the acting Deputy Surgeon 
General of the United States (2013-2014), where he worked with the U.S. Surgeon General to develop and deliver 
scientific information to the public to improve the health of the Nation including release of the 32nd Report on 
Tobacco Use and the National Prevention Strategy. He was the principal liaison with leadership in DOD, DHS, 
DOJ and HHS. He held executive positions as the Senior Advisor to the Surgeon General, Director of 
Commissioned Corps Headquarters, and Senior Public Health Advisor for Pacific Command’s Center of 
Excellence in Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance, helping to lead the President’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) implementation for the DOD across multiple Asia-Pacific and African countries. 
During his leadership roles, he developed and authored many national strategies and transformed multiple health 
programs and agencies. He also served as overall Commander of the Commissioned Corps’ Ebola Response in 
West Africa where he provided oversight of multiple missions and deployment of over 1,000 medical and public 
health officers. 
 
For the first 10 years of his career, he worked in several Indian Health Service (IHS) medical centers where he 
was credentialed and privileged for clinical roles both in the pharmacy and as a mid-level provider in family 
medicine. He was also the Director of the IHS National HIV/AIDS Program where he catalyzed an increase in 
both opt-out and prenatal HIV screening nationwide. 
 
RADM (ret.) Giberson has authored numerous articles and delivered well over 100 keynote lectures on 
leadership, global health, and public health (and 15 university Commencements) at numerous venues domestically 
and internationally. He has been interviewed on multiple TV and radio affiliates including ABC, MSNBC, and 
CNN and serves on several academic boards. RADM (ret.) Giberson has received numerous service awards 
including the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Surgeon General’s Medallion, and USAID’s Humanitarian 
Group Award. In 2015, he received the Presidential Unit Citation from President Obama in the Oval Office for 
leadership during the West African Ebola response. 
 
He is a graduate of Temple and U. of Massachusetts/Amherst, holds a BSPharm, MPH, and graduate certificate in 
Health Emergencies in Large Populations. He has received three honorary Doctoral degrees and is a Fellow of a 
Wharton School Executive Leadership Program. In 2018, the Military Officers Association of America selected 
him as one of the “Top 100 Veterans in the Last 100 Hundred Years You Need to Know”.  
 

RADM (Ret.)  Robin M. Ikeda is a public health professional/leader with 30 years 
of experience at the state and federal level, including several years in executive 
leadership positions at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Dr. 
Ikeda currently serves as CDC Associate Director for Policy and Strategy, where she 
directs and oversees agency policy, performance, evaluation, and strategy-related 
efforts. She previously served as CDC Deputy Director for Non-Infectious Disease 
(2010-2019). In this role, she oversaw the four non-infectious disease Centers (injury 
prevention, chronic disease, environmental health, birth defects/developmental 
disability), with a combined total portfolio of $1.5 billion and 3,000 employees. Dr. 
Ikeda began her public health career as a CDC Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer 
assigned to the Bureau of Communicable Disease Control at the New York State 
Department of Health in Albany, New York. 
 
Dr. Ikeda holds a B.A. from Stanford University, an M.D. from Cornell University 

Medical College, and an M.P.H. (Epidemiology) from the Emory University Rollins School of Public Health. She 
is board-certified in Internal Medicine and retired from the US Public Health Service in 2020. Dr. Ikeda lives in 
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Atlanta with her husband and has two adult daughters. Outside of work, she enjoys spending time with her family, 
reading, hiking, and skiing. 
 

RADM David P. Goldman has joined FDA’s Office of Food Policy and 
Response as Chief Medical Officer effective January 15, 2019.  
 
As Chief Medical Officer for the foods program, Dr. Goldman will play a 
pivotal role in continuing to advance the agency’s work to improve our recall 
efforts. Dr. Goldman’s work will also include the full portfolio of work 
previously led by the Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition’s (CFSAN) 
Chief Medical Officer. This includes providing leadership to foods program 
medical officers and chairing CFSAN’s Health Hazard Evaluation Board, which 
evaluates the human health effects of physical, microbiological, chemical, or 
radiological contamination of food and cosmetic products.  
 
Dr. Goldman most recently served as the Chief Medical Officer of the Food 
Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), which is part of the USDA. In this role, he 
was responsible for occupational health issues related to chemical and biological 

exposures, as well as providing medical expertise on emerging food safety issues. He was previously Assistant 
Administrator for FSIS’s Office of Public Health Science from November 2004 through May 2018, leading a staff 
of 300 that provided the scientific foundation for FSIS policies, conducted microbial risk assessments, and 
executed a national sampling program of meat and poultry products. In addition, at the appointment of the U.S. 
Surgeon General, Dr. Goldman served as the U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS) Chief Professional Officer for 
physicians from 2013 to 2017.  
 
Dr. Goldman is a board-certified family medicine and preventive medicine/public health physician, and a member 
of the Commissioned Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service since February 2002. He spent 10 years in the U.S. 
Army Medical Corps, practicing both family medicine and preventive medicine. He then spent 3 ½ years at the 
Virginia Department of Health, first as a District Health Director, then briefly as the Deputy State Epidemiologist, 
before joining the USPHS and FSIS. Dr. Goldman received his Bachelor of Arts from the University of Virginia, 
his Doctor of Medicine from the University of Virginia. He holds a Master of Public Health in Epidemiology 
from the University of Washington. 

 
CAPT Marivic Fields is a social worker with the United States Public Health Service 
(USPHS). She currently holds the position of a Senior Advisor for Child Well-being 
and Safety in Office of Refugee Resettlement within the Administration of Children 
and Families (ACF). Prior to this assignment, she was a Public Health Officer in the 
Community Mental Health Services in Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Administration (SAMHSA), where she worked with state planners in the development 
of a comprehensive mental health programs for adults with severe mental illness and 
children with severe emotional disability. 
 
Prior to transferring to USPHS, CAPT Fields was a social worker with the U.S. Army 
Reserve, and she was deployed to Iraq and mobilized to active duty where she served 
as Chief of Social Work Services/Family Advocacy Unit and Director for Patient Care 

Management. She has extensive experience in clinical care of military service members and family members and 
provided case management of high-risk behavioral health patients in the military treatment facility.   
 
CAPT Fields has many years of experience in child welfare and worked as a line social worker and supervisor for 
Child Protective Services in San Diego County, California. She holds a B.S. degree in Psychology and a master’s 
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degree in Counseling Psychology from National University in Irvine, California, Master’s in Social Work from 
San Diego State University and recently completed in June 2020 a Master’s Degree in Defense and Strategic 
Studies at the U.S. Naval War College. 
 
 

CAPT Josef F. Rivero serves as a Senior Health Service Officer currently 
assigned to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Maryland. He is 
a Physician Assistant and a clinical research trial associate investigator in the 
National Heart, Lung and Blood (NHLBI) Institute. He provides direct clinical 
management of phase II clinical trial patients in bone marrow transplant and gene 
therapy protocols. Recently, he was recruited as one of the Associate Investigator 
in the Fostamatinib for the Treatment of Hospitalized Adults with Covid-19. As 
proven leader, he served as a NP/PA Sig group MEC Representative from 2018-
2020. He is an active-duty member of the Commissioned Corps of the U.S. 
Public Health Service since 2008. CAPT Rivero’s recent deployment in the 
Commissioned Corps includes serving as the Deputy Officer-In-Charge of the 
2021 Unaccompanied Children mission “USPHS Operation Artemis and Chief of 

Operation of the NIH Covid-19 Vaccine Operation from December 2020 to May 2021. He was selected as the 
lead clinical specialist for the 2020 Covid-19 Japan Response in which he was awarded the PHS Meritorious 
Service medal. CAPT Rivero’s other deployments include 2014 Epidemic Ebola Response in Liberia, Africa, 
2010 Haiti Earthquake, and 2005 Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
 
CAPT Rivero held various leadership positions in both local and national Commissioned Officers Association of 
the USPHS organizations. He served as Commissioned Officers Association Board of Directors for term 2014-
2016 and currently the Chair of the National COA Local Branch Committee for 2015-2016. CAPT Rivero served 
as the Chair of the Health Services Professional Advisory Committee (HSPAC) in 2017 overseeing over 1300 
health service officers. Prior to his HSPAC chairmanship, CAPT Rivero held numerous subcommittee leadership 
roles to include chair of the HSPAC Recruitment and Retention, Policy, and membership subcommittees.   
 
CAPT Rivero attended Medical University of South Carolina and earned his first Bachelor of Science in Medical 
Technology in 1991. In 1996 he completed his second Bachelor of Science in Physician Assistant from the 
Medical College of Georgia, Augusta Georgia. In 1998, CAPT Rivero completed an emergency fellowship with 
West Virginia University and Alderson Broaddus University concluded with Master of Science in Medical 
Science. In May 2021, CAPT Rivero successfully completed his Master of Applied Science in Patient Safety and 
Health Care Quality at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.   
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CAPT Helen Saccone serves as a Senior Advisor within CDER’s Office of Strategic 
Programs (OSP). CAPT Saccone was part of the inaugural team that initiated the 
US-EU Mutual Reliance Initiative in 2014, that led the negotiations and 
implementation of the US-EU Mutual Recognition Agreement for the FDA. Since 
joining OSP in 2018, she has been focused on developing and implementing a 
Cloud-based data lake with analytics capabilities to integrate dissipate internal and 
external data sources and facilitate real-time, data-based decision making and 
response to public health emergencies.  
 
CAPT Saccone joined FDA in 2008 as a Program Management Officer within 
CDER’s Office of Compliance, then served as the Associate Director of Global 
Policy within FDA’s Office of Commissioner. Prior to joining FDA, she worked as a 
pharmacy inspector for the DC Department of Health and a Senior Manager of 
Education at the American Pharmacists Association.  
 

CAPT Saccone received her Doctor of Pharmacy from Rutgers University and was commissioned into the US 
Public Health Service in 2009. 
 
 

Mr. Jeff Nelligan is a Public Affairs Associate in the FDA Office of Global Policy 
and Strategy, D.C. Prior to this post, he worked for three Members of the U.S. 
Congress and was a senior executive at GAO; was twice a Schedule C Presidential 
Appointee serving senior Cabinet officials in the Departments of State and Health 
and Human Services; operated as an advance man on numerous Congressional, 
Presidential, and national advocacy campaigns. He is a 14-year veteran of the U.S. 
Army Reserve, rising to the rank of corporal. He is of Polynesian ancestry - Maori 
Indian - and is a graduate of Williams College, Georgetown University Law School, 
the U.S. Army Air Assault School, and the French Army Brevet Commando School. 
He is the author of six books, including Four Lessons From My Three Sons: How 
You Can Raise a Resilient Kid; Tales From the Swamp: Five Habits of Successful 
Politicians – Notes of a Fixer; and his Ph.D thesis for Faber College is entitled Be 
the Ball, An Academic Inquiry Into Synergistic Character Modalities in Caddyshack. 
 

He is the father of three sons; the two eldest are graduates of the U.S. Naval Academy and Williams College and 
the youngest is a senior at West Point.  

 
Dr. Wendy R. Sanhai has extensive experience across a broad spectrum of issues in 
the pharmaceutical, biotech and medical device industries and regulatory science. 
Over the course of her career, she has held key leadership roles in academia, at 
federal research and regulatory organizations including the NIH, the Foundation for 
NIH (FNIH) and the FDA and, most recently, within private industry. Among her 
many strengths is her ability to identify critical governance, strategic and scientific 
gaps, and leverage resources to create innovative approaches in support of large-
scale, strategic, scientific, and public health initiatives, all directed to patient benefit.  
Her experiences include developing strategies for governance, research, business 
development, as well as the design, implementation, and management of large-scale 
scientific collaborations at the NIH, FNIH, FDA, academia and industry. She has 
worked across multiple therapeutic and disease prevention areas as well as in 
medical product development, addressing specific product development issues, 

regulatory challenges as well as global health needs.  
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Dr. Sanhai’s dedication to the advancement of biomedical research and public health began in academia while 
serving first as Clinical Chemistry Fellow, then scientific researcher, and ultimately a faculty member in the 
Departments of Pathology and Medical and Research Technology at the University of Maryland, School of 
Medicine. She left academia in 2001 to join the NIH, Office of Technology Transfer as a Technology Licensing 
Specialist and Patent Advisor, where she managed a license and intellectual property portfolio of more than 300 
NIH invention families from across 27 Institutes and Centers of the NIH, with special emphasis on the National 
Cancer Institute.  
 
Dr. Sanhai joined the FNIH in 2002 as Director of Public-Private Partnerships. In this position, she created, 
implemented, managed, and evaluated all new and existing programs in clinical research, education, and training. 
In 2004, Dr. Sanhai was appointed Senior Scientific Advisor, Office of the Commissioner, FDA, where she led 
until 2011, the development, implementation, and management of FDA’s Scientific Initiatives and Strategic 
Partnerships as part of FDA’s public health mission.  
 
Following her 10+ years within the Department of Health and Human Services, Dr. Sanhai joined 
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) in 2011 as Senior Director, Regulatory Policy and Advocacy. In this capacity, she was 
responsible for ensuring that GSK remained current on the continually evolving regulatory environment and, most 
importantly, retained a leadership role in efforts to adapt to new science/medicine, changes in healthcare policy, 
and changes in the macro political and economic environment. Entering the consulting world in 2014, Dr. Sanhai 
served as Senior Managing Scientist at Exponent Inc., an international consulting firm with over 90 scientific and 
engineering disciplines. In 2016 she joined Deloitte Consulting: Federal Strategy and Operations as a Specialist 
Leader.  
 
Dr. Sanhai received a Ph.D. in clinical biochemistry and structural biology from the School of Medicine, State 
University of New York at Buffalo, an Executive M.B.A., Smith School of Business, and a baccalaureate degree 
in chemistry from the University of Florida, Gainesville. 

 

 
Master of Ceremony 

 
CDR David Shih is a preventive medicine physician serving as a medical 
epidemiologist in the CDC’s Division of Global Health Protection within the 
Center for Global Health. 
 
He completed a medicine internship at MetroHealth Medical Center in Cleveland 
and preventive medicine residency at the University of Maryland, where he 
earned a Master’s degree in epidemiology and preventive medicine. He began his 
federal career as a civil servant at the Food and Drug Administration as a drug 
safety epidemiologist in 2010 then commissioned in the U.S. Public Health 
Service in 2013. The next year, he deployed to Liberia to care for suspect, 
probable, and confirmed Ebola patients in the Monrovia Medical Unit, the U.S. 
Government’s only Ebola treatment unit in West Africa at the time. In 2016, he 
joined the Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) as a field EIS officer for the 
Oregon Health Authority’s Acute and Communicable Disease Prevention Section.  

There, he led a successful effort to develop a Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists surveillance case 
definition for nontuberculous Mycobacterial infection. In 2018, he relocated to Virginia to work at the Defense 
Health Agency as epidemiologist and Chief Medical Officer for Population Health. In May 2021 the American 
College of Preventive Medicine awarded him the Distinguished Federal Preventive Medicine Medical Officer 
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Award. In his current CDC role, he provides other countries technical assistance in developing acute febrile 
illness surveillance systems, especially to leverage resources to improve COVID-19 surveillance.  
CDR Shih bicycles in his spare time. In 2015 he accepted a physical fitness challenge from then-Deputy Surgeon 
General RADM Boris Lushniak, joining 32 other USPHS officers in 2015’s Register’s Annual Great Bicycle Ride 
Across Iowa. CDR Shih also sings baritone in the USPHS Music Ensemble and cites, as the highlight of his 
career, an a capella solo in Ukrainian at RADM Lushniak’s 2015 retirement ceremony concert. 
 
 

Speakers/Moderators 
 

CDR Trang Tran is the 2021 APAOC Chair. She currently serves as a Senior 
Regulatory Health Project Manager in the Office of New Drugs within FDA, 
overseeing the review and approval processes for nonprescription drug 
applications and the administrative order process for sunscreen products. She is 
also managing the development and clearance of guidances for industry for the 
implementation of the first Over-The-Counter (OTC) Monograph User Fee 
Program to modernize the OTC drug review and OTC monograph drug 
development process. Prior to this position, CDR Tran served as the Policy 
Project Manager for the Office of Generic Drug Policy within the Office of 
Generic Drugs, overseeing the development, clearance, and implementation 
process for various FDA's priority regulatory policy documents and special 
projects. She was the Lead Project Manager for the first Generic Drug User Fee 
Amendments (GDUFA) policy implementation and the strategic planning for 
the GDUFA reauthorization negotiations with generic pharmaceutical industry. 

Prior to serving as the Policy Project Manager, CDR Tran was the Senior Regulatory Project Manager in the 
Office of Generic Drugs, coordinating over 160 generic drug approvals with 26 being the first generics.  
 
CDR Tran received her Doctor of Pharmacy Degree from Temple University - School of Pharmacy. She 
completed the pharmacy residency at the University of California, San Diego - Medical Center and the Executive 
MBA at the University of Maryland, Robert H. Smith School of Business. 
 
 

CDR Quynh-Van Tran is the current Co-Chair of APAOC Education and Training 
Subcommittee. She currently serves as a team leader in the Good Clinical Practice 
Compliance Oversight Branch in the Office of Scientific Investigations at the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA). In this role, she leads a team of reviewers whose 
primary responsibilities are to evaluate complaints regarding clinical investigators, 
sponsors, institutional review boards, and contract research organizations and issue 
for-cause inspection assignments. Under her leadership, her team has evaluated over 
1300 complaints of significant public health concerns and issued over 150 inspections 
to follow up on allegations of clinical trial misconduct involving safety of patients 
enrolled in clinical studies (e.g., data falsification, enrollment of ineligible subjects, 
failure to report serious adverse events or deaths, and overdose/underdose of 
investigational drug, resulting in patient harm). 
 

CDR Tran held various leadership positions, including District of Columbia Commissioned Officers Association 
(DC COA) President (2020-2022), DC COA President-Elect (2019-2020), DC COA Treasurer (2014-2016) and 
DC COA Finance Chair (2013-2014). In addition to her leadership roles in DC COA, she served the Resource 
Coordination Branch Chief on the Tier 1 deployment team (RIST-NCR) from 2019-2021 and participated in 
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several deployments to support the USPHS mission: Ebola (2015); Peace Officer Memorial (2017); Independent 
Day Celebration (2017); Hurricane Harvey and Irma (2017), State of the Union (2018), United Nations General 
Assembly (2019); COVID-19 Healthcare Resilience Working Group (2020); and FDA COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic 
(2021). 
 
CDR Tran received her Bachelor of Arts degrees in biology and psychology from the University of Virginia and 
her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Virginia Commonwealth University/Medical College of Virginia, School of 
Pharmacy. She also completed a residency in Psychiatric Pharmacy Practice from University of Maryland, School 
of Pharmacy and is board-certified in Psychiatric Pharmacy Practice. 
 
 

LCDR Ruby Leong has been an active member of APAOC as both a volunteer and 
voting member since her commission in 2017 and is currently enthusiastically 
serving her term as the APAOC Chair-Elect. LCDR Leong is stationed in Silver 
Spring MD at the Food and Drug Administration as a Clinical Pharmacology Team 
Lead in the Division of Cancer Pharmacology responsible for approval of safe and 
effective oncology/hematology new drugs. She is a board-certified oncology 
pharmacist. LCDR Leong received a Doctor of Pharmacy from the University of 
Michigan and completed a postdoctoral fellowship in oncology drug development 
at Rutgers University/Hoffmann-La Roche. 
 
 
LCDR Sophia Park serves as a Program Coordinator in the Division of User Fee 
Management in CDER’s Office of Management within FDA, where she reviews 
requests for waivers, exemptions, and refunds of prescription drug user fees 
assessed under the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. These various waivers or 
reduction in user fees are granted for certain orphan drug products, drugs that 
protect the public health, and innovative drug products where the fee would present 
a significant barrier due to limited resources. Previously, LCDR Park served as a 
Consumer Safety Officer in the Compounding Incidents Team within CDER’s 
Office of Compliance where she investigated adverse events associated with 
compounded drug products and coordinated appropriate regulatory actions. Prior to 
FDA, she worked as a clinical pharmacist at the Acoma-Canoncito-Laguna Service 
Unit, Indian Health Service. 

 
LCDR Park received her Doctor of Pharmacy Degree from University of Maryland, School of Pharmacy and was 
commissioned into the U.S. Public Health Service in 2012.   
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Special thanks to our 2021 APAOC Leadership Summit Planning Committee, led by CDR 
Ruiqing Pamboukian and CDR Quynh-Van Tran, Chair and Co-Chair of APAOC’s 
Education & Training Subcommittee. In addition, we would like to acknowledge the following 
planning committee members: 
 

CAPT Marivic Fields – APAOC Senior Advisor 
CAPT Simleen Kaur – APAOC Leadership and Strategic Planning Lead 

CDR Trang Tran – APAOC Chair  
CDR Hong Vu – Co Chair, APAOC Career Development/Advancement Subcommittee 

LCDR Ruby Leong – APAOC Chair Elect 
LCDR Kelly Leong – Chair, APAOC Career Development/Advancement Subcommittee 

LCDR Sophia Park – Alternate voting member for CDR Trang Tran 
LCDR Doan Singh - Alternate voting member for CDR Quynh-Van Tran 

LT Shanly Chen – Alternate voting member for LCDR Kelly Leong 
LCDR Vicky Hsu - Alternate voting member for LCDR Ruby Leong 

LT Xia Michelle Lin – Alternate voting member for CDR Ruiqing Pamboukian 
 

Special Thanks to the IT Support Team 
CDR Thiep Vo 

LCDR Andy Duong 
Mr. Tony Dillon 

Ms. Joanna Malsch 
 

*************************************************************************** 


